
Note: Disposition charts were developed by the National Media Laboratory in 1994 to support a request from the 
Department of Defense. This chart was designed to be used in conjunction with document retention (disposition) 
schedules to determine which media types were acceptable for storing documents for the required length of time.

Media quality can vary appreciably from vendor to vendor, resulting in a range of life expectancies. 
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Legend

Green: ALL media should be able to survive reliably under the storage conditions listed.
Yellow: Only the “best” vendors will survive for the times listed.
Red: Even the “best” media may be unable to survive for the times indicated.
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